Contemporary Personalities
when I think of Mr. Lloyd George are coolness and moral courage. He is never so happy, so resourceful, or so dangerous as when he is in the middle of \ a hurricane and whirlwind. " Am I no a bonnie 'fechter?" he might have cried with Alan Breck. Here two memories are very vivid in the mind of one who has known him in enmity and in friendship. At the darkest moment of the submarine menace, when competent and calculating Germans so fully believed in its success that they flung America into the scale against them without a qualm; when each week the tale of stricken merchantmen and drowning crews grew to horrible and ominous dimensions I remember Mr. Lloyd George saying : " I will never haul down the flag of this country as long as one British steamer sails the
seas."
What in those dark days this quality of ^flaming
courage meant to the nation can only be known by
those   who   worked   with   him.    I   nev£r  saw  him
dismayed ;   I never saw him hurried or frightened
!or rattled by a crisis ;   he always exhibited an un-
• daunted imperturbability.    No moment was terrible
enough to frighten him;   none was too terrible for
him to   overlook  any  fugitive  humour  which  the
situation could afford.
The second occasion which I have vividly in my mind came on a dark day when, on the whole, the opinion of the Cabinet was that alike in Egypt, India, and Ireland, simultaneous insurrections were to be apprehended. All the fighting services were consulted ; the necessary decisions were taken; the appropriate orders given. And I can still see Mr. Lloyd George rising from his seat at that